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You Have Rights. Know Them. Protect Them.

Imagine you’re stopped by the police and questioned about a crime you didn’t commit.
Your heart pounds, and fear takes over. What do you do? What should you say? More
importantly, what are your legal rights?

Too many Utah residents find themselves in this exact situation, unaware of how to
protect themselves. The legal system can feel intimidating, but understanding your rights
is the key to securing the best possible outcome.

At Wasatch Defense Lawyers, we have defended countless individuals in Utah against
criminal charges. With over 650 trials under our belt, we know how crucial it is to stay
informed. This guide walks you through your legal rights in Utah and how you can protect
them if you’re ever facing a criminal charge.

Your Rights Upon Arrest

The moment you're arrested, your rights kick in. Understanding them can be the
difference between a solid defense and a weak one.
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¢+ You have the right to remain silent. Anything you say can and will be used against
you. Do not answer questions without a lawyer present.

You must be read your Miranda rights. If not, your statements may be inadmissible
in court.

You have the right to an attorney. If you can’t afford one, the court must provide a
public defender.

You are allowed to make a phone call. Use it wisely—call a lawyer or someone
who can help secure legal representation.

You have the right to refuse searches. Unless the police have a warrant or
probable cause, they cannot search you, your car, or your home without consent.

You should document everything. If possible, take notes about the arrest and
police conduct.

You can contact a trusted person. Inform a family member or friend about your
situation immediately.

Arrested? Call Wasatch Defense Lawyers at (801) 845-3296 for a FREE
consultation.

Your Rights During Police Interactions

Even before an arrest, police interactions can lead to trouble if you don’t know your rights.

You do not have to consent to a search. If an officer asks, “Can | take a look
inside?” say no unless they have a warrant.

Your vehicle has more legal protections than you think. Officers need probable
cause to search it.

Your home is your strongest legal ground. Police cannot enter without a warrant
or your permission (unless in hot pursuit of a suspect).
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You are not required to show ID unless driving. Outside of a traffic stop, Utah law
does not require you to identify yourself.

You have the right to record police interactions. As long as you don’t interfere,
recording can provide key evidence for your defense.

Your Rights During a Criminal Investigation

If you’re under investigation, knowing your rights can prevent self-incrimination.

You can refuse to answer questions. Never speak to investigators without your
attorney present.

You have the right to challenge evidence. lllegally obtained evidence can be
dismissed.

Your personal property is protected. Unless officers have a warrant, they cannot
seize your belongings.

Your digital devices require a warrant. Police cannot access your phone or laptop
without a judge’s approval.

Your DNA and fingerprints are your property. Unless you're formally charged, you
can refuse to provide them.

Your Rights in the Utah Court System

Once you’re in court, understanding your rights ensures fair treatment.

You have the right to bail. A judge must consider releasing you before trial.

You have the right to a speedy trial. Delays can weaken a case, so push for timely
proceedings.

You have the right to review all evidence. Your defense team must see everything
the prosecution plans to use.
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You can confront withesses. This means cross-examining accusers and
challenging their credibility.

You have the right to represent yourself. While not advisable, it's an option under
Utah law.

You can appeal a conviction. If found guilty, you still have legal options to challenge
the ruling.

View Our Utah Criminal Court Process Timeline for a Step-by-Step Guide.

Common Violations of Defendant Rights

Despite the law, violations happen. You must know how to recognize them.

lllegal searches and seizures. Police need a warrant or clear probable cause.

Coerced confessions. If threats or intimidation forced you to confess, it could be
thrown out.

Denied attorney access. If officers prevent you from speaking with a lawyer, they
break the law.

Evidence tampering. If evidence is mishandled, it could be inadmissible in court.
Violation of due process. Any procedural error can undermine your case.

Think Your Rights Were Violated? Get a FREE Case Review Now.

How to Protect Your Rights

Even if you know your rights, protecting them requires action.
Document everything. Write down all details about your arrest or police interaction.

Get witness information. If others saw what happened, their testimony could be
valuable.
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Record interactions. Video and audio can be crucial evidence in your defense.

Stay calm and composed. Avoid resisting arrest physically, as it can lead to
additional charges.

Hire an experienced defense lawyer. The best way to fight criminal charges is with
strong legal representation.

Take Action Now: Your Future Depends on It

Being accused of a crime is terrifying. But you're not alone. Wasatch Defense Lawyers
has helped thousands of Utah residents protect their rights and fight unfair charges. Don’t
wait—every moment counts in building your defense.

Call (801) 845-3296 now for your FREE consultation. Let’s protect your future
together.
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