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Your life can change in an instant. One moment, you’re behind the wheel — the next,
you’re facing a police officer, a courtroom, and the terrifying question: “Am I going to jail?”

If you’re in Salt Lake City or anywhere in Utah and dealing with a vehicular manslaughter
charge, you’re not alone. Many people in your situation are overwhelmed, unsure of their
future, and searching for answers.

In this post, we’ll break down the real legal consequences of vehicular manslaughter,
explain how jail time works in Utah, and show you your options for defense and hope.

What We’ll Cover

What Is Vehicular Manslaughter Under Utah Law?

Vehicular manslaughter is a type of criminal homicide that occurs when someone
causes the death of another person through negligent driving. In Utah, this is often
charged as:

1. Negligent Homicide (Class A misdemeanor)
2. Automobile Homicide (Third-degree felony)
3. DUI-related Homicide (Second-degree felony)

Key legal factors include:
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1. Whether the driver was under
the influence

2. Whether the death was
accidental or due to
recklessness

3. Prior driving or criminal history

Each variation comes with different
penalties and degrees of severity.

Can You Go to Jail for Vehicular Manslaughter?

Yes, jail time is possible — and in some cases, mandatory.

Here’s a quick breakdown:

1. Negligent Homicide → Up to 1
year in county jail

2. Automobile Homicide
(Reckless) → Up to 5 years in
prison

3. DUI-related Homicide → Up to
15 years in prison

However, the final sentence depends
on:

1. Circumstances of the crash
2. Blood alcohol content (BAC)
3. Presence of passengers or

children
4. Whether it was a first offense

Important: Not every case leads to incarceration. With strong legal defense, charges can
be reduced or alternatives negotiated.

Penalties: What Happens After a Conviction

If convicted, penalties may include:



3/4

1. Jail or prison time (as noted
above)

2. Fines up to $10,000+
3. Loss of driver’s license
4. Mandatory community service
5. Restitution to the victim’s family
6. Criminal record — impacting

employment and housing

These penalties are life-changing —
but they’re not the end of the road.
The right defense can change
everything.

Defenses That Could Reduce or Eliminate Jail Time

At , we’ve defended hundreds of cases involving fatal car accidents. Possible defense
strategies include:

1. Lack of negligence or intent: The death may have been a true accident, not a
crime.

2. Mechanical failure: Brake issues or tire blowouts could absolve you of
responsibility.

3. Adverse weather or road conditions: Conditions outside your control.
4. No evidence of impairment: If DUI was suspected but unproven.

Each case is unique. Legal outcomes often hinge on evidence review, expert witnesses,
and strategic defense planning.

What To Do If You’ve Been Charged

If you’re facing charges:

1. Do not admit guilt or give statements without a lawyer.
2. Preserve all evidence (dashcam footage, texts, witnesses).
3. Call a defense attorney immediately.

We offer free, confidential case evaluations 24/7. Don’t navigate this alone — let us
help.

At , our team has handled over 650 trials and is recognized as the most-reviewed
criminal defense firm in Utah. We’ve helped countless clients avoid jail, protect their
record, and reclaim their future.
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You can also explore some helpful legal insights such as How to Behave in a Courtroom
or learn How DUI Manslaughter Differs from Vehicular Homicide.

FAQs About Vehicular Manslaughter in Utah

Q: Is vehicular manslaughter a felony in Utah?

Ans: Yes, depending on the specifics. DUI-related cases are felonies; others may be
misdemeanors.

Q: Can I avoid jail if it was a genuine accident?

Ans: Possibly. With proper defense, charges may be reduced or dismissed.

Q: How long do you go to jail for vehicular homicide?

Ans: Anywhere from 1 to 15 years depending on the charge and evidence.

Q: Do I need a lawyer even if I’m innocent?

Ans: Yes. Innocent people can still be charged — legal representation protects your
rights.

Your Future Isn’t Defined by One Mistake

Facing a vehicular manslaughter charge in Utah is one of the most stressful and life-
altering situations anyone can endure. But you don’t have to face it alone.

With the right legal strategy, you can protect your future, reduce the consequences, and
get a second chance.

Need guidance?

Request a Free Case Evaluation or speak with a legal expert now — we’re available
24/7.

Explore our Violent Crimes Defense page to learn how we handle high-stakes charges.

Also check out our guides on:
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